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Gorokhovska O. Genesis of the Development of International Law: Some Aspects
The history of public international law examines the evolution and development of public

international law in both state practice and conceptual understanding.
Modern international law developed out of Renaissance Europe and is strongly entwined with the

development of western political organisation at that time. The development of European notions of
sovereignty and nation states would necessitate the development of methods for interstate relations and
standards of behaviour, and these would lay the foundations of what would become international law.

However, while the origins of the modern system of international law can be traced back 400 years,
the development of the concepts and practises that would underpin that system can be traced back to
ancient historical politics and relationships thousands of years old.

Important concepts are derived from the practice between Greek city-states and the Roman law
concept of ius gentium (which regulated contacts between Roman citizens and non-Roman people).
These principles were not universal however.

Basic concepts of international law such as treaties can be traced back thousands of years. Early
examples of treaties include around 2100BC an agreement between the rulers of the city-states of
Lagash and Umma in Mesopotamia, inscribed on a stone block, setting a proscribed boundary
between their two states.

A number of pacts were subsequently negotiated by various Middle Eastern empires. The long and
rich cultural traditions of ancient Israel, the Indian subcontinent, and China were also vital in the
development of international law. In addition, basic notions of governance, of political relations, and of
the interaction of independent units provided by ancient Greek political philosophy and the relations
between the Greek city-states constituted important sources for the evolution of the international legal
system.
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