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Drahonenko A., Tovmazova Ye. The Problem of “Sexual Maturity” Definition in the
Disposition of Article 155 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine

This paper examines the concept of a value is specified and “state of puberty,” which uses the legislator
in the description of the offense under section 155 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine. Legal protection of
minors and protection of their legitimate rights and interests is a priority for the state. Construction in
Ukraine a democratic and constitutional state is not possible without the full protection of legitimate rights
and freedoms of minors, including life, health, bodily integrity, normal physical and mental development and
so on. In view of the change and transformation taking place in the economic, political, social and spiritual
spheres of Ukrainian society concerns negative rapid decline of moral principles and religious orientations,
which are increasingly offset by “persistent stereotypes of” sexual permissiveness.

One of these issues is a priority criminal law combating crimes against morality in sexual relations that are
of particular public concern, because in modern society there is a tendency to fall in moral and spiritual culture
of the population, mostly negatively affects the spiritual values of children and young people. However, a
necessary condition for the functioning of Ukraine as a new state is its entry into the international community.
But it entails and the emergence of social, economic, political, legal, moral and ethical issues and obligations,
including the obligation to have some importance in connection with Ukraine's accession to international
conventions adopted to the need to unite states' efforts to combat crimes against sexual morality.

Based on current criminal law, and international experience, the notion “state of puberty,” made
some conclusions about its definition and effective implementation of the above standards in practice.

Key words: evaluative concepts; puberty; person who has not reached puberty; age of puberty.


